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OAN 10U €xT10e 0 Baocidtag Kacoavdpog to 315 n.X. og véa npetevovoa

tou MakebovikoU KpAtoug, 1 IOAL ITOU IIjPe TO OVOHd TG yuvaikag tou,
adeppr)g tou Meyadou Ade§avpou, n 6popen vupen tou @eppaikou, 1) O@sooa-
Aovikn), eivat pia aro g 10TopIKOTEPEG MOAELG TOU KOOoHoU. ['a rmeptocdtepoug
aro 23 aoveg urrpde adtdkorna pia moAudvOp®Itn HeyaAoUIioArn), OIKOVOHKO,
MOATTIOTIKO KAl TMTOATTIKO KEVIPO TG €UPUTEPNS IEPLOXNG TV BaAkaviev kat
g Notoavatodikrg Euporing, peyado otaupodpolit ToATopeV Kat e0vav.
H ®eooalovikn aroteAovoe maviote tov oo oV 10XUpeV NG IEPLOXIG, TO
pndov g Eptdog yia otpatnyoug kat erido§oug Paotdeig.

H ®gooalovikn £{noe moAAd KAl onpaviika yeyovota oto paxkpaiovo Pio
mG. AUTOKPATOPES 10XUPOUG Kat @A080§oUg mou mpoikioav v rmoAn pe opop-
@a dnpoota Ktipla, e§a1peTIkeg EKKANOIEG, AYOPES, AOUTPC, TIPOOTATEUTIKA Tei-
X1, Atpavia. H moAn €0noe Kataotpertikoug MoAEoug, e§eyEpoetg, aAMOELG,
MTUPKAY1EG, adAd Kat nuépeg Kat €épya dnpoupyiag. It Oeoocalovikn Krjpude
tov Xplotiaviopo o Artootodog ITavAog Kat ano auvtrv §EKivoay To EKITOATTIOTL-
KO toug £€pyo ot Kuptddog kat MeBodiog.

H ®eocoalovikn, yla aloveg, artotéAeoe XOPo ouvurapdng roAAaov eOvotrn-
v efpaiot, oBepavoi, appéviot, adda kat aAAot Aaoi, padi pe toug 'EAAnveg
Aagnoav oty 1oArn 1o 61K6 ToUg OTiypda Kat S1apop@@oav TV KOOHOITOAITIKY)
mg guooyvopia. Ot katowkot g @ecoalovikng, oe 0AOKANPI TV 10TOPLIKI)
g dadponr), Stakpibnkav ota ypdppata, g texveg, to epnoptlo. Ta Bulavrl-
va Anprpla arnotedovoav éva PeyAalo EPITOPIKO Kal MOALTIOTIKO Tavnyupt yia
TV eUPUTEPT] TIEPLOXI), TO OItoio avaPinoe ot oUuyxpovr eroxr) pe 1o Peotfdal
v Anuntpiev, addd kat ) Atebvr) 'ExBeon ®eocoalovikng.

Tt ouyxpovr ®eooalovikn, otig rmateieg Kat toug §popoug g moAng, oug
iepipneg EKKANOieG TNG, Ota TeiXn Kat td 10TopKda pvhpeia, aAAd Kat oug yet-
tovieg, oty rapalia, ) BdAacoca Kat ta mepixepad t)g MOANg, He €va payko
TPOTTO, AIOTUIIMVOVIAL avayAu@a OAeg ol Hakpaioveg 81adpopég g mMOANG Kat
v avOpornov mg. Mikpa Kat peydda Puotkd, Pnvupata arno AAAeg eroxeg,
LOTOPIKEG PLYOUPES KAl PAKPVA 1XV] GUYKAOVIOTIKGV YEYOVOT®V ITEPTHIEVOUV TOV
10top10dien, to Adtpn toU 1IapeABovIog, g rapddoong, 0 oUYXPovo avOpwIto
rou avadntd otr cuAAoyikn pvhpn g O@ecoalovikng ravavOporiveg adieg, épya
TMOATTIOPIOU KAl pnvupata 1p1vng Kat adeA@oouvng.

H ®gooalovikn eivatl pia @uAogevn moAn Kat avapével Pe avuropovnoia
toug Baupaotég g mou ermBOUpPoUV va avakaAUyouVv 10 MPAYHATIKO TG IIpo-
O®IO.

Baoilelog ITanayswpyonouvdog
Anpapxog @eooalovikng




he city of Thessaloniki, built by King Cassandros in 315 BC as a new

capital for the Macedonian state, was named after the king’s wife, sister
of Alexander the Great. Set on the shores of the Thermaic Gulf, Thessaloniki
is one the world’s most historic cities; in more than 23 centuries of uninter-
rupted history it has been a major centre of population, a busy economic,
cultural and political centre in the region of the Balkans and south-eastern
Europe, an important meeting point for different cultures and peoples. It
has always been a prize eagerly sought by powerful men in the region, cov-
eted by generals and would-be kings.

Throughout its long life the city experienced many important events. It
has seen powerful and ambitious emperors, who endowed it with fine public
buildings, superb churches, markets, baths, fortifications and ports. The
city has lived through calamitous wars, uprisings, siege, conquest and fire
— but also through days of peace and prosperity in which the arts were able
to thrive. Saint Paul preached the Christian message here, and it was from
Thessaloniki that Cyril and Methodius launched their civilizing mission to
the Slav peoples.

For centuries, Thessaloniki was home to many different ethnic groups
— Jews, Ottoman Turks, Armenians and others. Alongside the native Greek
population, they all left their characteristic mark on the city and helped
shape its cosmopolitan character. Throughout their long history the people
of Thessaloniki have made important contributions to the arts, literature
and commerce. The Byzantine Demetria fair was a major commercial and
cultural event for the whole region, which has been revived in modern times
in the form of the Demetria arts festival and the International Trade Fair.

In modern Thessaloniki, the magical traces of its long history are eve-
rywhere to be seen: in the streets and city squares, the famous churches,
the walls and historic buildings, the many different neighbourhoods, the
seafront, the sea and the outskirts of the city. In every corner, secrets await
the lover of history, echoes from the past, historical figures and the distant
traces of great events — a feast for the historian, for those who revere the
past and its traditions, and for contemporary man, seeking in the collective
memory of the city universal values, works of art, messages of peace and
fraternity.

Thessaloniki is the most hospitable of places — and its people look for-
ward to welcoming all those visitors who wish to discover the true face of
the city.

Vassilios Papageorgopoulos
Mayor of Thessaloniki
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Ot roAttiotikoi nepinatot rmou napouvotadoviat otny €K6oon autr) aroteAouv
pia povadikn eukalpia yia tnv rpoPoAr) tng IOATIOTIKEG KANPOVOPAg TG
B®e00alovikng otoug Katoikoug g, aAAd Kal OToUG ETNOKEITIEG TNG. AUTO rjtav
10 TPoioV NG ouvepyaoiag avapeoa oto Anpo @scocalovikng kat to ITapap-
mpa ®sooadovikng g EAAnvikng Etaipeiag ITepipdAdoviog kat IToAttiopou.
2TOX0G NG ITav 1) yvepipia pe ) pakpoxpovn otopia Kat to podo rou Sadpa-
pdtioe n OAn pag, Waitepa v nepiodo v Makedovov Baoiénv, tov IMa-
Aatoxprotiavikev kat Bulavtivov xpovev, kabog Kat ) vedtepn mepiodo rou
axoAoubnoe exkeivn) TV OBOPAVIKOV XPOVROV HE OUVUITAPXOUOEG O1aPOPETIKEG
KOWOTnTeG, TTOATIOTIKEG afieg, €0pa kat Opnokeieg

Ot repinatot autoi MPOoPEPOUV OTOV EMMOKEITY g ®eooalovikng ) Su-
vatotta va yvepiost péoa ano ) daxpovikn) toug e§EASn toug dpopoug, g
nAateieg Kat 11§ MOAUTIOATTIOMIKEG YEITOVIEG TNG TTOANG.

To Iapapinpa @eocoadovikng g EAAnvikrg Etaipeiag, 1o oroio §paotn-
plortoteitat arno to 1991 otnv noAn pag kat to ornoio ay@vifetat yia tny rpoota-
ota kat v avadeidn g MoATIOTIKNG Pag KANpovoplag Kat tou repidAdoviog,
oteyadetal edw Kat e1ta xpovia oto dlatnpntéo Kirplo, 1810k oiag tou Afpou
®eooadovikng, oty 060 Empevidou 19 otnv Ave [ToAn @sooalovikng.

Kupiog ouvtedeotr)g g oUAAOYIKIG plag autng rpoortabelag unrpse i) [1po-
edpog g Apxttektovikrg Erutporr)g tou [apaptpatog ®ecoadovikng, Ap Ap-
XIEKTOV Iodvva Ztept@tou, 1) ortoia e ) OUCO®PEUPEVT] YV®OT TG KAt T pd-
KpOXpovH eprelpia mg Katdpbwoe, Jie ) ouvepyaoia Tev ermotnpovev davng
ABavaciou, Anuntpn Zuyopadd, Baoidn Koviopdou kat Eutépring Mapkr), va
{wvravéyet, péoa anod ta Ketpeva tou o8nyou, Ta 10Toptka iXvn g IOANG.

H otevr) ouvepyaoia pie to Ap. Avtovn Zatpalavn, [poiotapevo tou Kévrpou
Iotopiag tou Arjpou ®ecoalovikng kat toug, Euyevia Apayouprn) kat Avéotn Lte-
pavidn, ermotnpovikoug ouvepydteg tou K.I.O, n Bepyir) avrarniokpion rou Bpn-
Kape oto npooerno tou Avudnuapxou [MoAttiopou-Neodaiag, Baoidn I'axkn kat
BePaing n mArpng KAAUWI OTo eyXeipnpa pag auvtod, Iou Pag IApEeiXe 1 poow-
ikt fouAnorn tou Anuapxou @eocalovikng, Baoidn ITanayempyorovdou, ou-
vetedeoav Qote va eruteuxBet 1) emSOKOPEVT MOOTIKT] KAl OAOKANP®MEVT auTn
€k600T1) 0g CUVIONO XPOVIKO Slactnpa.

I81aitepa euxapiotovupe tov Kabnyntr [Tapt ZaBPaidn, ITpdedpo tou Eupw-
naikou Kévrpou Ermkowaviag ITAnpopdpnong & IToAttiopou, EBvikou Kévipou
Xaptov & Xaptoypagkrg KAnpovouiag — EOvikng Xaptobnkng, kabog kat
dotewvr) [anma, v Iodvva IManadortovdou kat v EAnida Aavir)d, ouvepya-
1eg Tou Kévrpou.

H ouvelogopd t®v apardve CUVEPYATOV CUVETEAECE OOTE 1) €KO00T AUt
p€oa arod Toug IIPOTEVOHEVOUG TIEPUTATOUS VA IIPOOPEPEL J1la LOVASIKI) eUuKal-
pla otov ermoKernt va avarAdoet mv e§eAgn Kat v otopikn dadpoprn) mg
®e0oalovikng.

BaoiAng Koviopdog
TIpoebpog Iapaptrpatog @sooadovikng EAAnvikrg Etaipeiag




he cultural walks that we present in this guide provide a unique op-

portunity to promote the cultural heritage of the city — both for local
people and visitors. They are the result of a collaboration between the City
of Thessaloniki and the Thessaloniki Section of the Hellenic Society for the
Environment and Culture. The intention was to offer an introduction to the
long history of the city and the role it has played in various historic events,
particularly during the period of the Macedonian rulers, the early Christian
and Byzantine eras and the more modern periods, following the centuries of
Ottoman rule, when the city was home to so many different communities,
co-existing in relative harmony, each with its own cultural values, customs
and faith.

The walks will allow the visitor of Thessaloniki to explore the streets and
squares of the city and its multicultural neighbourhoods, while acquiring an
understanding of the history which has shaped them.

The Thessaloniki Section of the Hellenic Society, which has been active in
the city since 1991 and campaigns to protect and promote our cultural herit-
age and environment, has had its offices for the last seven years in a listed
building owned by the City Council, 19 Epimenidou Street in the Upper City.

The prime motivator in this collective project has been the Chairman of
the Architectural Committee of the Thessaloniki Section, Dr. loanna Steri-
otou, who has brought a wealth of knowledge and many years of experience to
the undertaking, and has been assisted by the specialists and scholars Fani
Athanassiou, Dimitris Zygomalas, Vassilis Koniordos and Efterpi Marki in the
task of rekindling the city’s historical paths through the texts in this guide.

It has only been possible to produce this book so quickly and to such a
high standard thanks to our close cooperation with Dr. Antonis Satrazanis,
Head of the City of Thessaloniki History Centre, as well as Evgenia Drag-
oumi and Anestis Stefanidis, academic associates of the History Centre. We
have also had keen support from the Deputy Mayor for Culture and Young
People, Vassilis Gakis, and of course the invaluable personal interest in the
project of the Mayor of Thessaloniki, Vassilis Papageorgopoulos.

Special thanks are due to Professor Paris Savvaidis, President of the Eu-
ropean Centre for Communication, Information and Culture, the National
Centre for Maps and Cartographic Heritage — National Map Archive, as well
as Foteini Pappa, loanna Papadopoulou and Elpida Daniil, associates of the
Centre.

Thanks to the contribution of all those mentioned above, we are con-
fident that this book and the walks it describes will allow the visitors of
Thessaloniki to recreate for themselves the long and fascinating history of
our city.

Vassilis Koniordos
President of the Thessaloniki Section of the Hellenic Society
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Wneideto tou 7°° aiwva, otnv ekkAnoia tou Aylou Anuntpiou, pe B¢pa
“O Ayiog Anuntpiog pe vo taidd”.

Mosaic of the 7™ century, in the church of Aghios Dimitrios, featuring
“Aghios Dimitrios with two children”.




Kartefrikaue Aowov otnu {arxovotr) @sooalovikn mpv apxioet 1) Y1optr) ToU Laptupa
Anuntpiouv...Kat apou npoorjABaue otig ekkAnoisg Kat otoug vaous Kat arodwoaue
U opeAopevn tur, pueta ovxvalape otnv Tavyyupn mou otnvetal £§& ano g TUAES
¢ moAng. Apxiler n mavnyupn £§L UEPES TPV Ao TN Y0Pt Kal TeASIOVEL AUEODS
v enopévn... Ta Anurntpia Aowmov sivar pia yoptr, onwg axpy3og ta Ilavabrjvaia
otv Abrva kat ta Iavidvia otn MiAnro- ivar n mo peyadn yopt twv Makedovov.
Zuppéouv 0’ autnv Oxt uovo mAnbn evroniowv kKat ibayevov alda kar toucida tArOn
ano toug araviaxov EAAnveg, Siapopa yévn Boudydpwv mou katotkoUuv avausoa
oto Aovvafin kat tn Noua Pwoia, Kaurtavev, Italov, IBrpov, IToproydlev kat
KeAtov mou Jouv mépa and ug AAneig: yia va unv noAvdoye ta napaldia tov Qkeavov
OTEAVOUV 01N Y10PT1) TOU UAPTUPA IKETEG Kal Os@PoUs: T000 LaKpld anAvetal n eHiun
tou otnv Evpomnn.

Tiuapiov

B’ uood tov 12 awwva

exd. R. Romano, Napoli 1974
Metappaon: B. Nepavi{n-Bapualn

We made our way, then, to the celebrated city of Thessaloniki, before the festival
of the martyr Dimitrius was due to begin... And after we had been to the churches
and worshipped in seemly manner, we went down to see the fair that is held
outside the city gates. It begins six days before the feast day of the saint and
ends on the day after...The Demetria, then, is a fair just like the Panathinaia in
Athens or the Panionia in Miletus; it is the biggest festival of the Macedonians. It
attracts in large numbers not just local people but a varied host of Greeks from
many parts, Bulgarians of various tribes living in the region between the Danube
and southern Russia, Campanoi, Italians, Iberians, Portuguese and Celts from
beyond the Alps; in short, all the shores of the Ocean send their pilgrims and
ambassadors to the great feast of the Martyr, so great is his fame across Europe.

Timarion
2 half of 12" century
Pub. R. Romano, Naples 1974
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ZaYPa@usn ameukovion ¢ VIO IOV TEX®V TOANG, ota téAn tou 19° aiwva, o€ TEPAnTUXn Kapt-rootdA.
Painting depicting the intra muros city, in the late 19" century, from a fourfold postcard.

H IIOAH THZ GEZZAAONIKHZ ZTO IIEPAZMA TQN AIQNQN

®e00aA0ViKn, TIOAUAVOPXOIT KAl TTOAUTTOATTIONIKY), ATAVL Onpavit-

KO g Meooyeiou, £Xel TO TTPOVOLLO 114G 10TOPIKIG KAl TTOALTIOTIKLG
rmopeiag ouvexoug Kat adiaonaotng, and v enoxn g idpuorg mg Emg
T oUyXpovr), Iapd Tig SPAPATIKEG OUYKUPIEG TTIOU ETUXE va {110l APKETEG
opeg oto parpod Pio mg.

H ®eoocalovikn, olp@eva pe TG erKpatéotepeg anoyelg, 0pubnke
otV kapdia tou Oeppaikouy KOATOU, arnod to Pacidtd g Makedoviag
Kdooavdpo, yupw ota 316 / 315 m.X., OUYKEVIPOVOVIAG TOUG KATOIKOUG
€1KOO1ES1 OIKIOP®V amd TNV eUPUTEPT) TIEPLOXT), Hidoviag o’ autrv to dvopa
g ouluyou tou Kat adeAgng tou MeydAou Ale§avdpou. Ot touumTeg KAt ot
oamneleg nou Ppilokoviav oto dpeco rneptBaidov g eAAnviotikng Osooa-
Aovikng, éxouv artodexBei mAouoieg paptupieg ouvexoug KATOiKNONG, OU-
YKEVIPOUEVNG KAl OPYAVOHEVIG AavOp®ITIVNG TIAPOUCiag OtV MEPLOXT) Artd
) veoAlOkn akoprn mepiodo. H @épun mbavov anotedovoe tov mmuprva
autou Tou ouvoAou. Ot apxatoddyot dev cupervouv ®g 1pog ) O¢on g
®¢pung, adda pia anod tg mbavotnteg Ba propovoe va eivat o apxaiog
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HMONT &Y PaUL

THE CITY OF THESSALONIKI THROUGH THE CENTURIES

hessaloniki, one of the most populous and multicultural of the port
cities of the Mediterranean, can look back on an uninterrupted his-
tory of many centuries — punctuated with turbulent and dramatic events,
but continuing without a break from its foundation to the present day.
Most scholars agree that Thessaloniki was founded by Cassandros,
King of Macedonia, in around 316-315 BC. The new city, located in
a central position on the Thermaic Gulf, brought together the people
of twenty-six settlements from the surrounding area, and was named
after the wife of Cassandros, sister of Alexander the Great. The burial
mounds found in the immediate vicinity of Hellenistic Thessaloniki have
yielded rich testimony of continuous and organized human occupation
from as early as the Neolithic period. The nucleus of the local settle-
ments was probably Thermi, on whose precise location archaeologists
cannot agree, though it may be identified with the ancient settlement
revealed at Mikro Emvolo (Mikro Karabournou).
The new city evolved rapidly into the metropolis of the Macedonian

15
THE CITY OF THESSALONIKI THROUGH THE CENTURIES




01K10110g 10U Bpebnke oto Mikpd ‘Epforo [Mikpd Kapaprmoupvou].

I'priyopa n véa moAn €ywve n pnrpornoldn g Maxkedoviag. ‘Oda ta B¢pa-
Ta ITOU A@OopOoUV TG eAANVIOTIKY @e00aAovikn Kt TV €KTAoT) TOU 0XUPOoU
nep1POAOU NG, APAPEVOUV AKOUI] IIPOBANATA AVOIKTIA OV apXdlodo-
yikn) ¢peuva. E§dAdou, mpoogateg PeAETeg yia v ToAeodopikr) dopr) oto
KEVIPO ¢ apxaiag rmoAng armodeikvuouv v vrnapsn peydiov dpopev,
MPOOAVATOAIOPEVRV aTtd Boppd-voto Kal avatoAn-6uor), mou sivat kabe-
TOl petagy toug, nepikAeioviag peydAa okodopika tetpdynva. Asv EXouv
61a0wBel ixvn), oUte TOU Atpavioy g eAANVIOTIKEG Iteptodou, oUte ToU Ia-
Aatou ekeivng g enoxr)g. Avtifeta, to Popoup-Ayopd tng 1oOAng, aro-
Sdewkvietal Ot BPoKOTAV OTO KEVIPO TG ONHEPLVIG TTOANG, AKP1P®G OTOV
1610 om0 pe ) pepaikr Ayopd, 1 omoia €xel avackaget oe peyalo Babd-
1o. H ®eooadovikn, 100g 1] 0Nnpavilkotepn) oTpATIeTIKL Bdaon oto Baocidelo
tou Kaoodavdpou kat 1o peyadutepo eproptko Aypdvi oto Bopeto eAAadiko
X®PO, NTav pia roAn pe 81edv) erpn Kat Xapakxirpda, @Aogevouoe peyalo
ap1Opo §Evav katd v repiodo ekeivn Kat eytve 1o rAgov Sidonpo, KUping
OpnokeuTiko, Kevipo tou EAAnviopou.

Metwa ) otpatetki katdkinon g Makedoviag ano toug Peopaioug
(146 m.X.), n mOAn Bev €xaoe ) onpaocia g otV IEPLOXT) KATA Ta XpOovia
rou akoAoubnoav. Kadd oxupwpévn oto puxo tou O@gppaikol KOAMou,
otg pifeg tou Pouvou Kioodg kat oe pia rpovopiouxa O£on yia to epropto
petady AvatoAng-Auong kat Boppd- Notou, pe t€ooepa notdpia oto dpe-
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IToptoAavog pe tov KoAno tng Osooalovikng, os xalkoypagia tou J. Roux, mou wnwbnke o
Maooaldia wo 1779.

Portolan chart showing the bay of Thessaloniki, in a copper engraving by J. Roux, printed in
Marseilles in 1779.
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region. Many questions concerning Hellenistic Thessaloniki and the
extent of its surrounding fortifications remain unanswered and await
further archaeological research. Recent studies of the urban plan of
the centre of the ancient city have shown the existence of large streets
oriented from north to south and east to west, at right angles to one
another and forming substantial blocks of construction. No trace has
remained of either the Hellenistic port or palace. However, we do know
that the forum was situated at the centre of the modern city, on the
same site as the later Roman forum, which has been extensively exca-
vated. Perhaps the most important military base in the kingdom of Cas-
sandros, and the largest commercial port in the northern Greek region,
Thessaloniki was a city of international reputation and character, home
to a large number of foreigners in the Hellenistic period. It was also to
become the best-known religious centre of the Greek world.

There was no decline in the city’s importance following the military
conquest of Macedonia by the Romans (146 BC). Enjoying a well-defend-
ed location within the Thermaic Gulf, at the foot of Mt. Kissos and with a
privileged position for east-west and north-south trade, with four rivers
in its immediate vicinity and a safe harbour, set on one of the most im-
portant roads of the time, the Via Egnatia, Thessaloniki remained an im-
portant economic and administrative centre within the Roman Empire.

There is little evidence - and that not fully confirmed - of the first Ro-

Aemopépeia avayAvpouv otnu Ayiba tou I'adepiov (Kauapa).
Detail of relief from the Arch of Galerius (Kamara).
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0o TieplBadAov g, KUPLAPXOoUOEe He TO A0@PAAEG ATHAVL TG TTAV® OE Evav
ONPAvVIIKOTATO §pO10 TV 081K®V dIKTU®V g eroxng, v Eyvatia 086.
H ®eooalovikn apépetve kat oto miaioto g Peopaikng Autokpatopiag,
£€Va OIKOVOHIKO Kal H101KNTIKO KEVTPO.

Ot ev6eifelg yla v mpot) pOPAIKL EACT) TOV TEXOV TNG @e00alovikng
etvatl oAU Alyeg kat oxt amoduta ermPePfatepéveg. H dpuva tng moAng
TIOTEVETAL OTL eVIoOXUONKe Katd v repiodo g votepng popaikng An-
poxkpatiag. ITaviog n kataokeur) g Xpuorg ITuAng, n omoia vywvotav
ot B¢on-mieploxn g miateiag Anpoxkpatiag (Bapdapiou), nrav rmbavo-
tata OplapPikod 10§o ya toug vikneg OxtaBiavo kat Mdapko Avievio ot
paxn v Pinnoev (42 n.X.) kat npénet va Kataokeudaotnke tote. Emiong
etvat oxedov Béfato, o0t 1 pePAIKL 0XUP®ON TG MOANG CUNIANP®ONKe
npwv and v idpuon tou yadeplavol ouyKpotrjpatog (avaxktopa, Optap-
Bko togo-Kapdapa xkat Potovia), otov avatodikd topéa g @eooalovikng
(298/311 p.X.). Katd myv opydveon ng Aeyopevng Tetpapxiag, petd wmyv
dvodo tou autokpdtopa AtorkAnuavou, n @sooalovikn uripse £€dpa tou
tunpatog g Terpapxiag mou mepldapfave m Baldkavikr xepodvnoo,
£€dpa tou evog TeTpapxr), Tou 'aAéplou Badéplou Magipiavou. H moAn av-
O10e akOPn pia @opd KAl AIEKTNO0E £6EXOVIA XAPAKTIPA € PEYAAT O1KO-
dopkn) dpaoctnprotnta. To pepairo Apavi [ExkkAnotaotikn) ZkdAa] rpérnet
va Bplokotav otov i610 afova Je T0 avakIopiko ouykpotnpa tou Fadepiou,
otnv rapadia, ota dutikda g B€ong, orou vPwbnke o Asukog [TUpyog at-
wveg apyotepa. Etvat autn n nepiodog, katd v oroia oplotikorolovvial
Ta Op1a NG MEPIIEXIOPEVNG TTOANG, HE TV AVAKATAOKEUT] TOV AVATOAIK®OV
TEXOV, Opla 1mou Statnpouvidl ®G To T€A0g Tou 2°° pioou tou 19° atova.
Ta teixn autd eytvav akp1fog 6o Kat oe era@rn pe tov rrodpopo Kat oto
unpa and to Asuko ITupyo €mg kat v 066 Aylou Anpntpiou.

Ao tov 4° atova p.X., og 1o 1430 pe mv KatdAnyr) g aro toug OBw-
pavoug, nn ®ecoadovikr, «oupfacidevoucar kat 6eutepn) mOAn tou Bula-
vtiou, otr)piSe TV AUTOKPATOPIKI] TTOALTIKI] OTO EUPMITAIKO THNPA TG AU-
ToKpatopiag, eratde £vav nyetiko polo oto BAAKAVIKO X®PO, OTo ertredo
NG IMVEUHATIKIG KAl KAAAMIEXVIKIG MTAPAYRDYNG Kal pe tv autoduvapn,
TMOAAEG (POPEG, TTVEUPATIKI] KA1 KOW®VIKI) TTOpeia g, ArtotéAE0e IPOTOIT0-
pia otn diavonon kat otn OeoAoyiKr) OREWY) TNG EITOXIG.

Tn {oukotnta Kat ) Suvapikr) g Pulavivr)g moAng dev avékowav oute
o1 avti§oeg 10Top1KEG OUVONKeg ITOU ep@avifoviav ouxvd katd ) didpkrela
v 1100 xpdvev tng 1otopikng dadpoprig tou Bulavtiou. AAAentdAAnAeg
roAtopkieg @V ABapoocAdfav tov 7° kat 8° atdva, Tov Zapaknvev tov 10°
awwva, v Boudydpev ot ouvéxela, twv Noppavéov kat tov Ppdykov
aro ) Avorn, KaB1otouv Vv MOAI £MUKEVIPO TRV IAEOV ONUAVIIK®OV OTPa-
TIOTIKQAV ETUXEIPTOE®V TNG EMOXNG, 6eV KATopOOVOUV OPKG va avarOyouv
TV MOAToTIKY TG €§€A1n, TIou @OAvel oe €va TOAU UYPnAoL emninedo ota
xXpovia v ITadatoAoyev. ATio Tov 9° atwva 0 EKXP1oTlaviopog tev ZAapov
arno toug @sooalovikeig adedoug Kuptddo kat MeBo6d1o kat ) dnpioupyia
alA@aPrjtou yua ) ypa@r) tg yA®ooag Toug, aroteAouy v apXr g IToAt-
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man phase of the city walls. It is believed that the city’s fortifications
were strengthened towards the end of the republican era. We can be
fairly certain that the Golden Gate, which stood on the site of what is
now Plateia Dimokratias (Vardari), was constructed as a triumphal arch
for Octavian and Mark Antony after their victory at Philippi in 42 BC.
It is also generally agreed that the Roman fortifications of the city were
added to before the construction of the Galerian complex (palace, trium-
phal arch and Rotonda), in the eastern section of the city (298-311 AD).
When Diocletian established the Tetrarchate, or system of four rulers,
Thessaloniki was made capital of the section of the Empire comprising
the Balkan peninsula and administered by one of the four Tetrarchs,
Galerius Valerius Maximianus. The city enjoyed renewed prosperity
during this period and rose to new prominence, with a marked increase
in building activity. The Roman port (Ekklissiastiki Skala) must have
been located on the same axis as the palace complex of Galerius, some-
where on the seafront to the west of the site where the White Tower
was to stand many centuries later. This is the period during which the
boundaries of the walled city acquired their final form, with the recon-
struction of the eastern walls. These boundaries would remain in place
until the end (27 half) of the 19t century. The eastern walls were built
just outside, and abutting on to, the hippodrome, along the line from
the White Tower up to Aghiou Dimitriou Street.

Evayyedo Movotaka, to 1974.
The statue of Alexander the Great on the seafront of Thessaloniki, produced by Evangelos
Moustakas, in 1974.
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TIOTIKEG aKtvofoAiag tng moAng oto cAaPikd Koopo, n oroia @OAvel oto
AOKOPUEXOUA NG To 14° atwva. Aro ) ®eooaAovikn repvd, KAtd KUpLo
Aoyo, ota BaAkdvia n 16eodoyia kat 1 MOATHOTIKY ertippor| tou Bulavtiou.
Ao ) X1A10xpovn 10top1kn ropeia tng Bulaviiviig OANg Kat péoa arno
ta fulavtiva pvnpeta ou dacwbnkav, n O®eoocalovikn Bempeitat onpepa
£€va «avolKTo pouoeior tng Pulavivg TEXVNG KAl APXITEKTOVIKL|G.

Edwotepa ya myv apuva g, ota t€An tou 3o0u/apxég Tou 40U atmva
1.X., ta teixn g @cooadovikng rapovoiadav pia onpaviikn rnokdia ka-
TAOKEUAOTIKOV PeBOS®V Katl UAIKOV, TUTI®V TOIXOTIOI®V Katl §1a@opwv te-
XVIKOV TG OXUPOUATIKLG APXITEKTOVIKIG OTa APUVIIKA ouotrpata. Katd
m Sidpkela 1ou 1lou poou tou 4ou at. P.X., ApX10av TV evioXUorn Tou
oxupoU 1eptPoAou oe dlagopa THRNPATA-TIAEUPEG, OUVEXIOVTIAG TNV O1KO-
Sopkn) autr) dpactnplotta Kat g ernopeveg dekaetieg, Kuplng de kata
m PBaotdeia Tou autokpdatopa @codooiou A’ tou Meyddou. To tedeutaio
THUNHA autoU ToU EVIUNOOIAKOU aPUVIIKOU MPoypdppatog, frav n fopsia
mMAeUpd tou 1eP1B0Aou, mou €KAEVe TNV ITOAT Arto 1o foppd, MAVIOG TPV
aro ta péod Tou 70U alwva, otav autokpatopag rtav o HpdxkAetog. TéAdog
Ot VOTI0-OUTIKI] TAEUPA TG TEWXIOPEVIG TTOANG TO TeEXVNTO AlpdAvVL TToU
ékave o Méyag Kavotavtivog (306-337 p.X.) mpootateudtav aro évav pie-
yaAo podo, to Toepepriovdov, avadelkvuoviag v 0 CNPAVIIKO VAUTIKO
KEVTPO.

Méexpt ta péoa tou 7ou at. p.X., ol oxXupwoelg g @eooalovikng rtav
e€alpetika 10xUpeg. O OUVOAIKOG TEpiBoAog TEPIEKAELE €KTAOT) TIEPITIOU

Ta avaroduca teixn g moAng oug apxeg ov 20° aidva.
The eastern walls of the city in the early 20" century.
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From the 4% century AD to 1430, when it was occupied by the Ot-
tomans, Thessaloniki was the second city and symvasilevoussa of the
Byzantine Empire, implementing imperial policy in the European part
of the Empire. The city played a leading role in the Balkan region in
the fields of learning and the arts. Often taking an independent line in
spiritual and social developments, it led the way in the intellectual and
religious thought of the period.

The city’s vitality and dynamism remained throughout the 1,100
years of the Byzantine era, despite the many adversities and reverses
it endured. With repeated sieges by Avars and Slavs in the 7* and 8"
centuries, the Saracens in the 10" century and later the Bulgars, Nor-
mans and Franks from the West, the city was the centre of some of the
most important military operations of the period, but none of these was
able to halt its cultural development, which reached its peak during
the Palaeologan years. From the 9 century onwards, the conversion of
the Slavs by brothers Cyril and Methodius from Thessaloniki, who also
devised an alphabet for the Slav language, represented the first exten-
sion of the city’s cultural influence out into the Slav world — an influ-
ence which was to culminate in the 14 century. It was largely through
Thessaloniki that the ideology and cultural influence of Byzantium were
communicated to the Balkans. The monuments that remain from this
thousand-year period have led the city to be described as an ‘open-air
museum’ of Byzantine art and architecture.

In respect of the city’s defences, the walls dating from the late 3*¢ and
early 4™ centuries display a significant variety of construction methods
and materials, types of masonry and techniques of defensive architec-
ture. During the first half of the 4" century, work began on strengthen-
ing the defensive ring along various sections and construction contin-
ued during the following decades, particularly during the reign of Theo-
dosius I. The final section of this impressive fortification programme
was the northern stretch of the city walls, securing the city against
attack from the north, which was definitely completed before the mid-7®
century and the reign of Heraclius. Finally, on the south-western side
of the walled city, the artificial harbour constructed by Constantine the
Great (306-337) was protected by a huge mole, the Tsereboulon, which
allowed the port to develop into an important maritime centre.

By the middle of the 7% century, the fortifications of Thessaloniki had
been rendered extremely robust. The walls, extending along more than 7
kilometres, enclosed an area of roughly 260 hectares. Curtain wall thick-
ness reached at certain points 5 metres. Outside the western and eastern
walls, where the surrounding land was flat, there existed a pre-wall.

Fascinating finds from archaeological research, which must continue,
lead one to suggest (on the basis of clear evidence) that the Acropolis of
Thessaloniki was gradually organized into a single defensive complex.
From the early Christian era the northern walls of the city, with a de-
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260 extapiev, Ve TO PNKOG TV TEXOV NTav Mave anod 7 xidopetpa. To
MAX0g TRV petanupyiov, o’ oplopéva onpeia, éptave ta S pérpa. Emniong
U pXe MPOTEIXIoPA, POVOo €60 ard 1o HUTIKO KAl avatoAlko repiffodo, ota
niediva tprjpata g noAng.

ZUp@aova pie oAU evilapepovia eUpratd PETA ATt apXAlOAOYIKY) EPEU-
va, ToU IIPETIEL va ouvexiotel, Ba propovoe kaveig va urnootnpi§et, yatt
uridpxouv oagelg evdeielg, 611 1 AKporoAn g Oeooadovikng opyaveOn-
KE O£ €va €viaio apuviiko ouvodo Badpiaia. Amd v AAaloxXploTiavik)
€ITOXT), UIH)pXav Ta Popela 1eixn g mOANG Kat €va AartooIaopévo oXupo
(oxupwpévog okiopog), otn B€on omou onpepa avarrtuooetatl o Ertta-
rupyto. To oxupd auto kat o mepifodog g mOAng evorowr)Onkav and ta
npota Budaviivda Xpovid, EVioXU0OVIAg TAUTOXPOVA TV APUVIIKI 1KAVOTTd
tou ouvodou. Katd v radatodoyeia emoxr), otr) Fopeloavatodiky) mAsupd
g AKPOIOANG, évag Seutepog, £0NTEPIKOG MePiBoAog ard mupyoug Kat
petanupyla mmpootebnke, dSnpioupywviag to @pouplo tou Emtartupyiou,
OIS AUTO UTIAPXEL £RG TIG NEPES NAG.

TV €peuva yia To apUVIIKO ouotnpd g ®eooalovikng, ot KUpleg mmu-
Aeg maifouv évav moAU onuaviikd podo. Exetifoviatl dpeoa pe diagopa
npoPArpata g totopiag g MoAng Kat g toroypaeiag mg. Lta ava-
TOAKA Teixn yvepifoupe ot urpxav: 1) n mUAn g Popng, kovid otov
nupyo, OTIOU apyotepa Kriotnke o Aeukog ITupyog, 2) n Kaooavdpewtike)
MUAnN 1 rUAn g Kadapapiag, oto avatodikd dxpo (€§060) tng kevipil-

H Potovta kai n Ayiba tou I'aAepiov (Kapapay).
The Rotonda and the Arch of Galerius (Kamara,).
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tached fortress (or fortified settlement), stood on the site of the modern
Eptapyrgio. This fortified location and the city walls were united in the
first years of the Byzantine Empire, making the whole fortification sys-
tem more effective. During the Palaeologan period, a second, internal
wall was added on the north-eastern side of the acropolis, with towers
joined by stretches of wall. Thus the Eptapyrgio fortress was created, in
the form we know it today.

In the studies of the defensive system of the city, the main gateways
play a very important role. They are directly related to various problems
in the city’s history and topography. In the eastern walls, we know of
the existence of the following: 1) the Roman gate, close to the tower on
whose site the White Tower was later built, 2) the Cassandreotic gate,
or gate of Kalamaria, at the eastern end of the city’s central axis, the
Via Egnatia, 3) the Asomaton gate, probably to the north of the Rotonda
(higher up, towards the Upper City), 4) the New Golden Gate, at the
eastern end of Aghiou Dimitriou Street, and 5) the Anna Palaeologina
Gate, at the point whether the northern wall joins the enclosing wall of
the acropolis, close to the Alysseos tower. Along the western walls ex-
isted: 1) the Golden Gate, at the western end of the Via Egnatia, and 2)
the Lytaia Gate, at the western end of Aghiou Dimitriou Street.

Within the port, the most important access point was the Lion Gate.
There were many smaller gates of secondary importance along the east-

O nupyog wou OTE,
oto xwpo g Acbvovg
Ex6éocw¢ Osooalovikng.

The OTE Tower in
the Thessaloniki
International Fair
Grounds.
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K1g 060U g 1oAng, g Eyvatiag, 3) n rmuAn v Acopdtev, rubavotata
ota Bopeta g Potovia (ynAotepa, rpog tyv Ave I16An), 4) n Néa Xpuorn
MUAT, OT0 avatoAlko akpo tng odou Ay. Anuntplou kat 5) n mUAn ng
Avvag TTaAaiodoyivag, oto onpeio évewong tou Popeiou teixoug e Tov Ie-
pifolo g AKPOTIOANG, KOVIA OTOV ITUPYo TG AAUCE®G. X1a SUTIKA TeixT),
U pxav ot aroAoubeg muAeg: 1) n Xpuor) ruAn, oto Sutikd axkpo (£§060)
g Eyvatiag 06ou kat 2) n Autaia rtudn oto Sutiko axkpo (§odo) tng odou
Aylou Anuntpiou.
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Y.M.C.A.Th. (H.A.N.TH,) Square. l{

ern, north-western and western city walls, while there must also have
been military gates in the line of the external ramparts.

The brief occupation of Thessaloniki by the Venetians lasted from
1423 to 1430, the year when the Ottoman forces of Sultan Murat II
seized the city. Very rapidly, the Byzantine city acquired the charac-
ter of an Islamic centre of the Ottoman Empire, as major public and
religious buildings were erected. But Thessaloniki always retained its
mix of ethnic groups, and this mix was enriched in 1492 by the arrival,
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210 £0QTEPIKO TOU ATPAVIOU, KUPLOTEPT 1TaV 1) ITUAN tou Afovtog. Mikpote-
peg, HeutePeUoUOEeg TTUAEG U PXAV ITOAAEG, OTNV AVATOAKT], FOpelo-SuTiKy),
SUTIKI) TTAEUPA, EVO OTPATIOTIKOU XAPAKINPA ITUAEG IIPETIEL VA UTTPXAV Ka-
TAPX1V ota rpotexiopata.

H oUvtopn katoxr) tng noAng anod toug Bevetoug dupkeoe amno to 1423
£€0g 10 1430, otav ta oBepavikd otpatevpiata tou coudtdvou Moupdt B’
ratédapav m O@soocadovikn. H Bulaviivr) oAn améktnoe yprjyopa ) Qu-
oloyvePia £vog 10AAPIKOU KEVIPOU NG 00npavikng Autokpatopiag pe v
owkodopnon peydAev dnpooiev kat BpnokevtkoVv Ktpiev. O xapaktpag
g ®eooalovikng ®otooo eivatl rmoAuebvikog, otoxeio mou tovifetatl 161-
attepa petd 1o 1492, xpovodoyia eykataotaong peyalou apiOpou EBpai-
@V otV 1OAn, ot ortoiot e§akoAouboloav va @TAvouv ¢’ autrv anod v
Iontavia, v Itadia kat 1ig dAdeg xopeg g Kevipkng katr AvatoAkrg
Euvponng.

Me 1 onpavtikr auvénon tou mAnBuopou ng moAng aro tov 16° atwva
Kat petd apxifouv va dlapoporolouvial ot IAAlEg O1KIOTIKEG KAl EPITOPL-
Keg Tieploxeg. O1 Sidpopeg eBVOTNTEG TTIOU KATOIKOUV 0T ®e00AAOVIKT), KU-
piog EBpaiot, MouoouApdvol kat 'EAAnveg-xpilotiavoi, apxifouv va opya-
VOVOVTAl 08 OUVOlKieG. Lto medivo Tpnpa g oAng Katolkouoav Kuping
EBpaiot kat EAAnveg. Ot EBpaiot épevav oto révipo, anod v 086 Eyvartia
Kat rpog t Bddaocoa, otnVv mePloxXn g apxaiag ayopdg, avapeoa oe ep-
yaotpla, Kataotjpata kat anobrkeg. 'opw oto 18° aiwva, kKovid oto
Awavt kat oy ayopd dnpioupyrOnke n ouvoikia tou Ppaykopaxald,
n ortola eSedixOnke oe pia mOAUMANOn Kowwvia @paykoAeBaviivov. Ot
'EAAnveg rjtav didomaptotl katd pnkog g Eyvatia 08ou kat t@v avatoAt-
KOV TEXQV, yUpn aro ) MntpdroAn, tov Ayto Mnvd xat to Bapddapn. Ot
HOoUoOUApAvVOol Katolkouoav Kupiwg otnv Ave I10An, oto Adogo Mnaip, pe
10 Bpaxndeg £dagog Kat Tig peyddeg KAioeg.

H 1otopia g dpuvag tng ®eooalovikng Katd tn paxkpd riepiodo g
oBwpavikrg katdkmong (1430-1912) mou akoAoubnoe, eivat oe peyd-
Ao Babpo ayveotn. Méoa amd Vv mepLypa@rn TV eNePPAcE®V IOV €KaA-
vav ot OBeopavol ota teixn, oe diagopa TUHPATA TOU 0XUPOU TeP1oAou,
HIopoupe va 1mpoodlopicoupe Vv €KTAOn KAl TO XAPAKINPA EKEIVOV TOV
epyaoiwv. E1dika ota t€An tou 150u at./apxég 160u at., ot aAdayég oug
TEXVIKEG TG OXUP®HATIKLG APXITEKTOVIKIG ITOU AKOAOUONOoAV T OUVEXT)
avartuén tou TupoBoAtkoU, anattouoav v IIpocappoyn Kat addayrn tev
HECAIOVIKOV OXUPWOERDV 0€ KATAOKEUEG IKAVEG VA AVIHETIPITIOOUV Td Ve
orma. Ot mAéov onpavikeg erepPdoetg rmou €kavav ot OBepavoi ota teixn
g ®sooaAovikng, eivat o ITupyog tou Tpiywviou 1 g AAUOE®G, 0 AEUKOG
ITupyog xat to Ppoupto tou Bapdapiou (Tor-Xave).

H ®sooalovikn, £édpa «Zavi{akprmeny, «(ouAdr» kat ayd Fevitodpov, Ka-
0ag kat Baon peydAng otpat®TKYg duvapng, n roAn Selanik tov OBopa-
VOV, NTav £€va KEVIPO S1aPETAKOPIOTIKOU EPIOPIOU KAl £MAISE ONPAVIIKO
poAo o’autrv Vv rmAeupd g OBwpavikrg Autokpatopiag, kKabag rjtav to
PeyadUtepo Apavt g eupulTeEPNS IEPLOXIG. ZTA IEVIAKOOIA XPOVld, ITe-
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H “Tuxn g
Beooalovikng” ano o
Muxpo Toéo tou I'aAepiou,
Tou fpioketatl oto
Apxatodoyiko Mouvoeio
Beooalovikng.

The ‘Fortune of
Thessaloniki’, from

the small Arch of
Galerius, currently

in the Thessaloniki
Archaeological Museum.

in large numbers, of the first Jews from Spain, followed by successive
waves from Italy and other countries in central and eastern Europe.

As the population of the city began to grow substantially in the 16t
century, the old residential and commercial districts underwent a proc-
ess of differentiation. The various ethnic groups — mainly Jews, Mus-
lims and Greek Christians — began to organize themselves into separate
communities. The low-lying area of the city was inhabited mainly by
Jews and Greeks, with the former living mainly in the centre, from Eg-
natia Street down to the seafront and the area of the ancient forum,
their houses located among the workshops, stores and warehouses. In
around the 18" century, the Frangomahala neighbourhood grew up
close to the port and the forum, evolving into a crowded district popu-
lated by Franks and Levantines. The Greeks were scattered along Egna-
tia and the eastern walls, around the Metropolitan Church, the Church
of Aghios Minas and the Vardari area. The Muslims gathered in the Up-
per City, on the Bair hill, with its rocky ground and steep inclines.

The history of the defences of the city during the long period of Otto-
man rule (1430-1912) remains largely unknown. Through description
of the interventions made by the Ottomans to the city walls at various
sections of the defensive enclosure, we can determine the extent and
nature of the Ottoman contribution to the defences. In the late 15* and
early 16" centuries, the changes in the techniques of defensive archi-
tecture necessitated by the increasing use of artillery meant that the
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pirou, mou akoAoubnoav Vv TOUPKIKI] KATAKION OG TV AneAeubEpnoT)
mg 1o 1912, n ®sooaldoviky, otaupodpopt 18emv Kat MOATTIOPQV, £raige
TOV EKITOATTIOTIKO POAO NG Kat ota urnddouta BaAxkavia, rou Bpiokoviav
oty urnotédela 1wv Obwpavev.

H onpaoia g ®sooadovikng, e81ka Ta Xpovia Mmou akoAoubnoav i
Yuvlrkn tou ITaocodpoPitg (1718), propet va arodexbet aro to evdiape-
pov 1ou £6e1§av o1 peyddeg eUP®ITATKEG HUVANIELS TG E£ITOXIG, avoiyovtag
oty 1oAn rpogeveia. Ty I'addia akodoubnoav n AyyAia, n OAAavdia kat
n Beveukn Anpoxkpatia. And tig ekatoviadeg rmioia, pikpd kat peydia, ye-
pata pe mowkidia eprnopeupatnv, Sexuvotav éva rmoAuxpepo rmiAnbog amno
£PMOPOUG KAl VAUTIKOUG arto Kabe pépog g yng. Kapég, {axapn, pooxo-
KApudo, kavéda Kat mrEpt akoAoubouviav arnd petadia, xapti, Kaooitepo
kat @idvuot. IToAutedrn mpoiovia §egoptwvoviav and v Keovotaviivou-
oAn kat @optia ard Aadi, eomepidoeidr) Kat opouyydpla Epravav aro td
vnotd tou Atyaiou. Euleia otédvoviav otnv Kprjt. Anpniplakd, Karvog
Kat akatépyaoto petdl petagepoviay mpog v Avatodr). Kabe efdopada,
kapapavia ano dexadeg {wa Serkivouoav and ) Oeooalovikn yia Xogia,
Ykora kat Biévvn.

H 6yn opwg tng moAng apxioe va addddet pi{ika amo 1o 2° piod tou
19 awova. O «¢KPoviepviopog» g @eooalovikng, ot véeg texvoloyieg
Kal ot pwteg PBlopnxavieg eixav @raocet oty mnoAn, adddafoviag pika
10 Xapakwpa mg. Ta avatodikd teixn (oto medivo tunpa), Kabwg Kat

The Odeon of the ancient Forum.
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mediaeval fortifications had to be adapted and modified to withstand
the new weaponry. The most significant interventions made by the Ot-
tomans to the city walls can be seen at the Trigonio or Alysseos Tower,
the White Tower and the Vardari Fort (Top-Hane).

Seat of a Sancak Bey, a mullah and an Agha of the Janissaries, as
well as the base for a major military force, the Ottoman city of Selanik
was a vital trading centre, of critical importance in the commerce of the
Ottoman Empire, not to mention the largest port in the Balkan region.
Over the five hundred years from the Ottoman conquest to the libera-
tion of 1912, Thessaloniki — a crossroad of ideas and cultures - played a
critical civilizing role in the Balkan regions subject to Ottoman rule.

The importance of Thessaloniki, especially in the years following the
Treaty of Passarovich (1718) can be measured from the interest shown
in the city by the great European powers, who took steps to open consu-
lates here. France was followed by England, Holland and the Venetian
Republic. Hundreds of ships, small and large, laden with every conceiv-
able cargo, disgorged a colourful host of merchants and sailors from
every corner of the earth. Coffee, sugar, nutmeg, cinnamon and pepper
were unloaded at the port, followed by silk, paper, tin and ivory. Luxury
items were imported from Constantinople, while cargoes of oil, citrus
fruits and sponges came from the islands of the Aegean. Ships brought
timber from Crete, cereals, tobacco and raw silk from the Orient. Every

H napalia tng Osooalovikng.
The seafront of Thessaloniki.
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Nuxtepwr) oyn tng neploxng tou Agukov ITupyou.
Night view of the White Tower area.

o

10 tapabadaocotlo katedagiotnkav ano 1o 1866 kat oty ouvéxela. Metda
Vv rupkayld tou 1890, rou ratéotpeye 1o peyadutepo pépog g ERpa-
iKI)g OUVOlKiag OTO 10TOPIKO EPIOPIKO KEVIPO, I] IEPLOXT] {avaxXtiotnke
OUPP®VA 1€ PUPOTOMIKO 0XED10, EVE £QPAPPOOTNKAV TA VEA €UPROIATKA
pevpata TG APXITEKTOVIKIG KAl 1] XPI01) TRV VE®V O1IKOSOUIK®OV UAKOV.

H xataotpoer) 6pweg, ou arnotédeos otabpd otnv oKiotikr) e§€AEN tou
KEVIPOU NG IMOANG, Ntav 1 peydAn rmupkayta tou 1917, mou katéotpeye
ta 2/3 g ®eooadovikng Kat e181KOTEPA TNV EVIOG TOV TEXQOV IMEdIVI) ITe-
ptloxr). Opdada ano yveotoug 1oAeodopoug, apXItEKTIOVES KAl PNXAVIKOUG,
pe eruke@adng to 'dAAdo apxitéktova, rmoAeodopo kat apxatodoyo Ernest
Hébrard emne§epydotnke €va véo rmoAeodopikd mpoypappa ya ty mupi-
kavuotn {ovn. To oxédo Hébrard Sev epappootnke 0rwg rtav oty mpotr
tou popern). Tédog n amotopn av§non tou MAnOuopou tng 1OAng pe v
avtaddayr) v poo@uynv tou 1922, épepe véa Tpororoinon oto oxedio,
MPOKEIPEVOU VA KAAUWEL PEYAAUTEPESG OTEYAOTIKEG AVAYKEG.

H petanoAepiky) iepiodog urrpse polpaia yia v oWn Kat 10 XAPAKIL)-
pa g ®sooalovikng. H ruplapxia tng apXiteKIOVIKLG THG AVIUTIAPOXTLG
e€a@avioe ta meplocoTEPA Ao Ta MAAld Kiipla Kat ta 10Topika pvnpeia,
1600 OTNV EVIOG TEIXMV ITEPLOXT], OO0 KAl OTIS IEPLOXEG EKTOG TRV TEIXWV,
KUplng avatoAkda.

[TapoAa autd, otnv 1oAn Staomlovial akOPn Kal onpepa ta ixXvr Kat
ol paptupieg tng paxkpainvng otopiag g, pvnpeia 0Amv v eplodav,
£0T® KAl av Bpiokovial oxedov eyrA®Blopéva avapeoa oe OUYXPOVEG, TT0-
Auwpogeg owkodopeg. O oKomodg autou tou odnyou eivatl va dieukoAuvet
TOV MEPUTATN T — EMMOKEITT TG @e00AA0OVIKNG, MOTE VA KATAVOIOEL TV
€§€A1EN NG IMOANG, va IEPIIATI|OEL OTA XvApld g 10topiag g, rapexo-
vtag oUviopn Kat ureubuvn nmAnpo@opnorn ya ta dtaocwiopeva pvnpeia,
O0AQV TV EMOXMV KAl 10TOPIKOV MEPLOO®V, 0 OAOKANPN TNV IEPLOXT] NG
®e00alovikng Katl eKT0g TEXmV, dnAadr) mépa aro Tov KEVIPIKO 10TOPIKO

nupnva me.
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week, herds of livestock set off from Thessaloniki on the long road to
Sofia, Skopje and Vienna.

But it was not until the second half of the 19* century that the look
of the city began to undergo radical change. It was then that the mod-
ernization of the city began, with new technologies and the first indus-
trial activities transforming the character of the old Thessaloniki. The
eastern walls along the low-lying terrain and those along the seafront
began to be demolished in 1866. In the wake of the fire of 1890, which
destroyed most of the Jewish quarter in the old commercial centre, the
district was rebuilt to a modern street plan, while new trends in archi-
tecture, imported from Europe, began to be seen, alongside the use of
new construction materials.

But the catastrophe which proved a milestone in the planning history
of the city centre was the great fire of 1917, which destroyed 2/3 of the
city, particularly the low-lying areas within the walls. A team of eminent
planners, architects and engineers, led by the French planner, archi-
tect and archaeologist Ernest Hébrard, drew up a new plan for the area
destroyed by the fire, though the Hébrard plan was not implemented in
its original form. In the end, the sudden increase in population arising
from the exchange of populations in 1922 meant that the plan had to be
modified to accommodate the new and much greater need for housing.

The post-war period had a fateful impact on the character and ap-
pearance of Thessaloniki. In thousands, the owners of traditional hous-
es sold them to contractors in exchange for a share in new apartment
blocks, leading to the disappearance of old and historic buildings, both
within the city walls and in the areas beyond them, mainly to the east.

Yet despite this development, traces of the long history of the city still
survive, with monuments bearing witness to all phases of this history —
even if they are often dwarfed by the surrounding apartment blocks. The
purpose of this guide is to help the visitor of Thessaloniki to understand
the evolution of the city, to walk the streets and understand their his-
tory. It will provide concise and reliable information on all the surviving
monuments, from all ages and historical periods, throughout the city
and beyond its walls, not confining itself to the historic centre.
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Heritage Walks in Thessaloniki

B. Feraley
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